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Free speech on campus
President Gilbert addresses student concerns

Free speech forum
set for Wednesday
By CAROLINE KIMBRO

RICK HAYE | UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Marshall President Jerry Gilbert speaks at a meet-and-greet in December 2015.
By CAROLINE KIMBRO

THE PARTHENON
Last week, Marshall University students responded in various manners
to the message of Zachary Humphrey
and John Adkins, open-air preachers
speaking on Marshall’s campus. President Jerry Gilbert said he was proud of
students’ reaction to the controversial
preachers and termed the scenario a
“very challenging situation.”
Gilbert said he wasn’t affected by
Humphrey and Adkins’ religious message, but did lose sleep when the
preachers began singling out students.
Gilbert said Marshall’s students conducted
themselves
commendably
under the circumstances
and didn’t cross any lines
in their response to the
preachers.
“I thought our students
conducted
themselves
quite admirably, and I was
proud of our students for
not getting too violent or
too provoked to the point
where they might want
to engage in a physical
manner with the person,”
Gilbert said. “So, I was very proud of our
students in light of how extreme he was.”
Gilbert said he had a similar experience with an open-air preacher when
he was a freshman at Mississippi State.
He didn’t engage with the preacher at
the time, but the experience opened
his eyes to different beliefs people hold
and approaches they use to spread their
message. Gilbert said it was a valuable
learning experience for him.
“I feel like if a student came to a college campus and never got to see some
extreme person like that on campus,
they would have missed out on the college experience,” Gilbert said. “Because
to me, having experienced it myself,
I kind of see that as part of the college
experience – seeing an extreme position demonstrated on campus under the

protection of the First Amendment and
offending some people to some level.”
Gilbert said the open-air preacher
called to him as he walked on campus
last week, but he chose to engage with
them.
“You know, there’s always the option
to walk away,” Gilbert said. “There’s always the opportunity to walk by and
smile and not say anything and not be
offended.”
Gilbert said the First Amendment
covers a wide spectrum of speech,
particularly on a public university’s
campus. He said Marshall is an open
campus, as it essentially belongs to the
state of West Virginia. As such, Gilbert

simply because a majority doesn’t like
that person.
“(Students) want him to be sent away
if he’s making them feel uncomfortable,
and that’s not how it works,” Painter
said.
Gilbert said there could be a circumstance in which this type of speaker is
expelled from campus, but his immediate response to student complaints
would be to monitor the situation. He
said the administration never received a
formal complaint from any student last
week, but he did send members of the
Marshall University Police Department
to check the situation after faculty members notified the administration.
“I think that maybe
a good practice would
be as soon as someone
feels like this person or
someone else has escalated the discourse to
the point where it’s getting offensive, they need
to let administration
know immediately so we
can send police out and
can warn them,” Gilbert
said. “And we can monitor it ourselves so we can make sure it’s
not extreme to the point where it has
crossed that line.”
Painter said the police did not hear
the preachers single any student out,
thus they did not take action other than
warning the preachers. Gilbert said
threatening or harassing students is

“I feel like if a student came to a
college campus and never got to see
some extreme person like that on
campus, they would have missed out
on the college experience.”
- Jerry Gilbert, Marshall University president
said the line between protected and unprotected speech is often fuzzy, and if a
line is drawn, it’s arbitrary at some level.
“The preacher was on the extreme,”
Gilbert said. “The preacher was pushing
the First Amendment, he probably was
on the edge and probably a little over
the edge, but I think it was probably better not to try to remove him, from what
I saw, than to risk violating the First
Amendment. And that’s
the thing, it’s not easy.”
In response to students’ complaints about
the preacher, both Gilbert and Ginny Painter,
senior vice president of
communications, said
a person cannot be expelled from campus
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THE PARTHENON
On the heels of last
week’s open-air preachers and protesters at
Marshall University, the
discussion
concerning
First Amendment rights
will continue in “Critical Conversation: Free
Speech” Wednesday at
noon in Room BE5 of the
Memorial Student Center.
The event will feature
R.B. Bookwalter, Patricia
Proctor and Dan Hollis as
speakers.
Marshall
President
Jerry Gilbert said the
event is timely, following
the events of last week,
and will provide a forum for students to voice
their concerns about
the preachers and question the limits of such
presenters’ First Amendment rights.
“It’s going to be a great
opportunity for our students to express their
concerns, talk to people
that are very knowledgeable about the First
Amendment and what
we should allow and
what we might want to
consider not allowing,”
Gilbert said.
Gilbert said the free
speech conversation will
be more constructive in a
setting detached from the
preachers, who may not
be willing to have a calm
conversation.
“I think it’s going to
be a very good follow-up
to this week because I
think it will sort of allow
students to understand
better and express their
concerns and dialogue
with rational people
about the issue,” Gilbert
said. “Because you can’t
– when someone is as
extreme as the preacher
was – you can’t get into a
discussion with him even
though he might have
some valid points, his MO
is not going to be to talk
to them rationally. That’s
just not the way he’s operating, even though he

may have a right”
Patricia Proctor, a professor of political science
and director of the Simon Perry Center, said
the discussion will likely
center around the basics
of the First Amendment,
laws pertaining to First
Amendment rights, the
limitations on free speech
and ethical concerns surrounding speech.
“I believe we’ll also
talk about even if people
are free to say particular things, what should
they say?” Proctor said.
“What kinds of ethical standards do we
apply in our day-to-day
conduct and discourse
with each other, and is
there a place on campus for paying attention
to that?”
Proctor said it’s a
sensitive, but timely issue to discuss and she
is looking forward to
the questions students
will raise during the
discussion.
“I think there will be
the technical discussion, but I think there
will also be philosophical discussion,” Proctor
said. “I think that both
in keeping with what’s
going on around the
country and on our
own campus, it’s a good
idea to talk about it.”
Gilbert said encountering
people
with
differing opinions can
be a constructive experience, and college
campuses provide a
unique opportunity for
this type of experience.
“It’s good for us to see
people we don’t agree
with, and I think it adds,
you know, an atmosphere
of being on a real college
campus when you have
someone like that come
on,” Gilbert said. “Because you’re not going to
see that out in the streets
normally.”
Caroline Kimbro can
be contacted at kimbro9@marshall.edu.
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Last World War II Medal of Honor Marshall to
recipient revels in unveiling three provide free
new monuments to military heroes

depression
screenings
for students

By ALISON BALDRIDGE

BROOKE GRIFFIN | THE PARTHENON

Hershel “Woody” Williams recounts his memories of World War II during the unveiling of three new monuments honoring veterans in Milton’s Veterans Memorial Park.

By BROOKE GRIFFIN

THE PARTHENON
Ceremonial shots were fired, flags were
raised and statues were unveiled at Milton’s
Veterans Memorial Park Sunday evening.
Hershel “Woody” Williams, the last remaining Medal of Honor recipient from
World War II, spoke about how excited he is
for this space on Route 60 to be the home of
something this special.
“Seeing the bench and two statues sitting
beside the hundreds of names that died
serving our country brings so many emotions out,” said Williams. “It’s so different
to see the names in their entirety because
it makes you realize how blessed America
really is.”
The three monuments revealed each had

their own meaning. The first memorial on
the left of the grounds is a bench memorializing those who have fallen. The middle
statue is a soldier taking a knee and the
third statue on the right of the grounds is a
military gun and boots.
“So many soldiers had to take a knee several times to avoid falling completely out of
grief,” said Sgt. William Smith, a Korean War
Veteran. “When you witness your friend’s
death, it is both respectful and unavoidable
to take a knee. So many soldiers never got
the chance to pay their respects.”
Speakers for the evening included not
only Williams but also Milton Mayor Tom
Canterbury who said the memorial is long
overdue and he could not be happier to be
part of the dedication.

Dozens of people showed up to show
support for the veterans being honored
and ended up getting a little extra treat at
the end. Williams was celebrating his 94th
birthday with cake and fellowship after
the ceremony.
“I don’t feel 94 at all,” said Williams. “It
seems like yesterday I was going to parties
and dating all of Ona’s prettiest girls. I really am grateful for everything that I have
gotten to do in my short time here. I would
have never imagined I would be standing
here today.”
Williams said he looks forward to another
year and is excited to be able to drive by the
new Memorial Park every day.
Brooke Griffin can be contacted at griffin58@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
The Psychology Department
at Marshall University will offer
a depression screening for students Thursday from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. in the Psychology Clinic
on the fourth floor of Harris
Hall. The screening will be able
to help those get a proper treatment for free.
The origin of National Depression Day screening started
25 years ago, and the clinic at
Marshall will be giving a screening for its third year.
Students attending will fill out
a paper of brief questions relating to symptoms of depression,
then enter a room with one of
the graduate students who will
score the measure and talk
about their results.
Those who receive a certain
score will be given information
regarding available treatment
on campus and providers in
the community.
Brittany Canady, psychology professor, is organizing the
screening for students.
“If someone has depression
or symptoms of depression
and hasn’t received treatment,
it can be very beneficial for a
student to do the screening,”
Canady said. “Generally, we are
able to get people into treatment pretty quickly if they are
interested in doing that. We do
know that treatment tends to
be quite effective for depression, as well as certain other

mental disorders.”
Ashley Sansone, graduate student in Marshall’s PsyD Clinical
Psychology Program, is also organizing the screening has been
a volunteer since it has started
on campus.
“I think the screening happening is great because being
involved in the process, there
has been many students that
come in and say that they feel
like they might have symptoms
of depression and just wanted
to get checked to make sure,”
Sansone said. “Being able to
give them feedback, either way,
I think it has been a really big
benefit to a lot of students on
our campus.”
Canady said in previous years,
the clinic has had success in
diagnosing students with depression, which then allowed
them to be treated.
“We’ve done this for the past
two years, and there have been
about 60 people that attended
the screening.” Canady said. “We
know that many of those has
followed up with treatment, so
we know this is a service that
people keep using.”
Those not able to attend the
screening can also visit the
clinic or the Counseling Center
on campus at any time during
the day if there are feelings of
depression or any other mental illness.
Alison Baldridge can be
contacted at baldridge6@
marshall.edu.

Marshall to invite schools for Overdose mapping program to be introduced to
first Earth Science Bowl and Huntington community to combat opioid epidemic
join nation-wide celebration
By HUNTER ELLIS

By STAFF REPORTER

THE PARTHENON
For the first time at Marshall
University, an Earth Science
Bowl will occur Tuesday, Oct.
17 at 7 p.m. as part of the celebration for the National Earth
Science Week.
The overall winning team
at each level will win a $150
gift certificate, and second
place teams will win a $75 gift
certificate.
Trophies will also be awarded
to each member of the first and
second place teams.
The contest is being sponsored by the Marshall College
of Science and department of

not geology majors. All tiers
of teams must be made of
three individuals.
“Our second tier will be made
up of non-geology majors,” Martino said.
“It could be a science major,
an English major, a history major… Anybody who’s had a first
semester course in geology
would be in a really good position to compete.”
The third tier of competition
will be geology majors.
Concord University and
Morehead State are among the
other universities who have
been invited to compete against
Marshall’s geology majors.

THE PARTHENON
Government officials will present an overview
of the new Overdose Detection Mapping Application Program (ODMAP) Thursday in room BE5 of
the Memorial Student Center, to help combat the
opioid epidemic in West Virginia.
The presenting officials are Jeff Beeson, deputy director with the Washington Office of High
Intensity Drug Trafficking Agency (HIDTA), Dr.
Rahul Gupta, commissioner for the Bureau of
Public Health and state health officer, and Chad
Napier, the prevention coordinator for Appalachian HIDTA.
The ODMAP is a tool that will provide realtime overdose surveillance data to support
public safety and health efforts. The program
will do so by linking first responders to a
mapping tool app that can track overdoses to
stimulate real-time response and strategic analysis across jurisdictions.
The application additionally helps to

festivals in the state of West Virginia.
“Electing members every year keeps the festival fresh, keeps dedicated members here and
really helps to make the festival a great one,”
Mark Cooper, president of Pumpkin Festival,
said. “We want the people to come out and enjoy
the days, without saying ‘ugh, that was the same
as last year.’ We really want people to come out
and have a good time.”
Cooper said this year the volunteers focused
on featuring vendors and events that were
updated and would accommodate a younger
crowd, relying heavily on social media marketing to gauge what works and what does not for

other festivals.
“We have probably 100 arts and crafts vendors,
who have to submit their work to a committee
who reviews their work before it’s allowed into
the festival, so that we are only featuring unique
and high quality products,” Cooper said. “We also
have business booths, historical period reenactors, 23 food vendors, including new food trucks,
and we even have helicopter rides this year. For
the festival to continue to be here in the next 20
years, we have to be open to change, and I’m excited for it.”
The annual event has become a staple of fall
West Virginia culture, drawing in an estimated

geology and will be held on
the second floor of the Science
Building, Room 276.
There will be three levels
of competition, the first being high school students. High
schools within a 60 mile radius
of Marshall have been invited
to the competition.
“High school programs are
developing their earth science,”
Ron Martino, professor of geology and chairman of the geology
department, said.
“It’s a chance for high schools
to show how good their students are.”
The second tier of the competition is for college who are

identify spikes in overdoses and determine
the best immediate response. No personal
identifying information will be collected on
the victim or location.
Beeson said many states throughout the country have lacked a consistent method to track both
fatal and non-fatal overdoses.
“The rate of fatal overdoses continues to
increase at an alarming rate, climbing by 19
percent from 2015 to 2016 and remaining the
leading cause of death for people under the age
of 50,” Beeson said. “We must alter the way we
look at responding to the nation’s drug threat
and begin treating it like an infectious disease.
The ODMAP is a tool that links our public health
and safety resources through data to maximize
our resources in combatting this epidemic.”
Gupta said pilot phases with multiple counties
and states have shown that the app is effective in

see OVERDOSE pg. 5

Milton prepares for ‘Pumpkin Roads, Take Me Home’ Festival
By BREANNA FRANCIS

THE PARTHENON
Newly laid gravel lines the pathways of the
Pumpkin Festival fairgrounds as staff prepares
for the 2017 Pumpkin Festival, themed “Pumpkin Roads, Take Me Home.”
Gus Douglas, the commissioner of agriculture
at the time of the first Pumpkin Festival over 30
years ago, wanted to create an event that would
allow farmers to sell their crops to other locals
and celebrate the fall harvest.
The festival, completely ran by volunteers who
serve in a board of directors and have elected
officers, has morphed into one of the largest

page designed and edited by REBECCA TURNBULL | turnbull4@marshall.edu

40,000 people over the four-day period.
“I remember going and just being stunned
by all of the sights and sounds and smells,” said
Tyler Matney, 24, a Huntington resident and
Marshall University alum. “There’s pumpkin
flavored everything, all kinds of music and gigantic, prize winning pumpkins. It’s just a great
symbol of fall arriving here in the mountains
every year.”
The fairgrounds, totaling over 80 acres of land,
will be open to the public Thursday through Sunday. The gates will open at 9 a.m.
Breanna Francis can be contacted at francis70@marshall.edu.
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Yurachek’s three touchdown grabs help
Thundering Herd upend Bearcats

RICHARD CRANK | THE PARTHENON

Senior tight end Ryan Yurachek (85) lowers his shoulder on his way to
score a touchdown against the Cincinnati Bearcats in Nippert Stadium
Saturday. Yurachek finished with three touchdowns on six receptions
and 77 yards.
By KYLE CURLEY

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Senior tight end Ryan Yurachek did something Saturday against the Cincinnati Bearcats a Thundering
Herd football player had not done in nearly four years.
Yurachek walked off the turf at Cincinnati’s
Nippert Stadium with six catches for 77-yards
and a hat trick of touchdown catches.
Yurachek is the first player since Gator Hoskins
to catch three touchdowns in a single game, when
Hoskins accomplished the achievement at Florida International University on Nov. 23, 2013.
“Well, anytime you bracket somebody (like
Tyre Brady), you play over and under or whatever you do,” head coach Doc Holliday said.
“Somebody else is going to end up one-on-one.
We had Willie Johnson on one, and of course
Yurachek on a couple.”
Similar to the NC State game this season, home
fans on Saturday night at Nippert Stadium were

mostly silenced after the first half with Marshall
leading 24-0 at the break.
“We started really first in both road games
against good teams and in front of good crowds,”
Yurachek said. “We took the crowd out this game,
and we kind of took the crowd out of NC State for
a while. It’s great to start fast, and that’s something we did not do a year ago and it’s great to
see from our football team.”
Not only did Yurachek turn in one of his best
performances in the Kelly Green and White, but
Yurachek’s first quarter touchdown reception
also extended his streak of consecutive games
with a reception to 33 games.
Marshall scored two touchdowns in 11 seconds to solidify its dominance in the first half.
Yurachek and Litton connected for the second of
the combinations, just before the second quarter
ended to give Marshall a 24-0 lead.
“The one before half was a big back-breaker for

them and set up the second half,” Yurachek said.
“It was good timing.”
Yurachek’s performance on Saturday night was
the first time he had caught multiple touchdowns
in a single game in a Herd uniform. He also set
a new season high for receptions with six and a
new career high for receiving yards with 77.
“Chase did a great job of getting me the ball,
the cards fell where they did. It was exciting for
sure.” Yurachek said.
The Myrtle Beach, S.C. native was not as involved in the Herd’s passing game in the first
three games as fans might have liked. Yurachek
had just eight catches for 56 yards.
“People have been asking me ‘Chek why aren’t
you getting the ball?’ I just said I am going to
keep plugging along, and things are going to happen and they happened tonight,” Yurachek said.
Although Chase Litton spread the ball to four
different receivers, the chemistry between the

two was on display at Nippert Stadium. In each
of Marshall’s four games this season, a different
receiver has led the game in yards.
“We just had so much chemistry going tonight,”
Litton said. “I’m rooming with Chek (Yurachek).
Obviously, he’s my roommate every weekend,
and just talking about certain things and the prediction became right, that’s all I’m going to say.”
Marshall football now has three wins on the
season, matching its total from last year. The
impact of this feat has not gone unnoticed by
Marshall’s football players.
“We needed this. It’s been almost two years since
we had won a road game,” Yurachek said. “We start
conference play next week. We couldn’t have scripted
a better 60 minutes than we did tonight (Saturday).”
Marshall now opens conference play next Saturday at the Charlotte 49ers (0-5, 0-1).
Kyle Curley can be contacted at curley2@
marshall.edu.

O.J. Simpson freed; parole official says he’ll live in Vegas

JUSTIN PRITCHARD and
KEN RITTER

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Officials
at a remote Nevada prison
where O.J. Simpson was set
free after nine years for armed
robbery arranged the former
football and Hollywood star’s
dead-of-night departure to
avoid public scrutiny.
It worked. Simpson signed
release paperwork and disappeared into the darkness early
Sunday, minutes into the first
day he was eligible for release.
Through efforts by prison officials to keep the time and place
secret, there were no journalists outside the prison gates to
capture the moment.
Though publicity-prone in
the past, Simpson apparently
took the advice of people in his
inner circle that he avoid the
spotlight. He was neither heard
from nor seen publicly, except
when a television news crew
found him in a car at a gas station on the way to Las Vegas and
he declined to be interviewed.
State Division of Parole and
Probation Capt. Shawn Arruti
told The Associated Press that

the former football hero and
celebrity criminal defendant
plans to live at a home in the
Las Vegas area for the foreseeable future. Arruti declined for
what he said were security and
privacy reasons to disclose the
exact location of the house.
Simpson was released at
12:08 a.m. PDT from Lovelock
Correctional Center in northern
Nevada, state prisons spokeswoman Brooke Keast told AP.
She said she didn’t know the
name of the driver who met
him and took him to an undisclosed location.
Keast recorded and released a brief video on social
media in which Simpson is
told to “come on out” and he
responds “OK” after walking
through an open door and toward a parking lot bordered
by desert scrub brush.
The prisons spokeswoman
also took photographs showing Simpson — in blue jeans,
denim jacket, eyeglasses, ball
cap and white sneakers —
signing documents about 10
minutes before midnight. He
later left the prison with four
or five boxes of possessions in

the car. Keast said she had no
information about where he
was going.
Tom Scotto, a Simpson friend
who lives in Naples, Florida,
said by text message an hour
after the release that he was
with Simpson. But Scotto did
not answer texts asking where
they were going or whether
members of Simpson’s family
were with them.
Along with Simpson’s sister
and oldest daughter, Scotto had
attended the July parole hearing at the same prison where
Simpson went after his conviction for a botched 2007 heist
at a Las Vegas hotel room —
prison time he avoided after his
1995 acquittal in the killings of
his ex-wife and her friend.

The 70-year-old Simpson
said at the hearing that he
wanted to move back to Florida, where he lived for nearly
a decade before he was sent to
prison in 2008. That return did
not appear imminent.
Arruti said the only Simpson
living arrangement received,
investigated and approved
was in the Las Vegas area. The
parole official said Simpson
doesn’t have permission to
leave Nevada.
Florida’s Corrections Department “has not received
any transfer paperwork from
Nevada” about Simpson that
would be required for him to
live in that state and be monitored there, spokeswoman
Ashley Cook said Sunday.
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Though Florida’s attorney
general has urged corrections
officials to object to Simpson’s
return, the department previously has said it would be
required to accept a transfer if
it met certain criteria.
“We understand we may
have to take him, if he was a
model prisoner. And two of his
children live here, so that’s his
hook for coming to Florida,”
state Attorney General Pam
Bondi said. “If we have to accept
him, I certainly want conditions
placed on him.”
Simpson’s attorney, Malcolm LaVergne, and state
Parole and Probation Capt.
Shawn Arruti, who has been
handling Simpson’s case, did
not respond Sunday to messages seeking comment about
Simpson’s whereabouts.
Las Vegas is a 450-mile
(720-kilometer) drive south of
Lovelock, and a television news
crew reported finding Simpson
at a gas station near his destination. Simpson declined to
be interviewed, saying he had
done nothing since his release
but sit in a car for five hours.
LaVergne said recently that

Simpson looked forward to
reuniting with his family, eating steak and seafood and
returning to Florida. Simpson also planned to get an
iPhone and get reacquainted
with technology in its infancy
when he began his sentence,
his attorney said.
Both LaVergne and Scotto
said in recent interviews
with the AP that they thought
Simpson should stay out of
public view and focus on family and friends.
Keast said the overnight release from the prison about 90
miles (145 kilometers) east of
Reno, Nevada, was conducted
to avoid media attention. No
media were near the front gate
at the time when Simpson’s car
left the prison by a back road
and entered nearby Interstate
80, she said.
“We needed to do this to
ensure public safety and to
avoid any possible incident,”
Keast said.
She acknowledged Nevada
prison officials misled the

see RELEASED pg. 5
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President Donald Trump makes a statement about the mass shooting in Las Vegas, Monday, Oct. 2, 2017
at the White House in Washington.

Editorial: Yes, it’s
pure evil. But they
are terrorists as well
Concert goers who simply wanted to be uncomfortable with.
connected through music. Movie goers who
But it’s not that hard. The tragedy of Las Vesimply wanted to be connected through film. gas was caused by a terrorist named Stephen
Church goers who simply wanted be connected Paddock. See? It’s that easy. So why isn’t he
through religion. Little kids who simply wanted being called that? Due to the inaction and lack
to go to school. The common thread is that in- of change following prior domestic terrorist
nocent people went in only to have a good time, events, like the ones perpetrated by Dylan Roof
and many of them didn’t come out alive.
in Charleston, South Carolina, James Holmes
Another common thread is that the perpetra- in Aurora, Colorado and Adam Lanza in Sandy
tors were white males who somehow avoided Hook, Connecticut.
being called terrorists. That needs to stop.
This double standard is even more apparThese men are terrorists. It’s that simple.
ent when you run the numbers. According
Clark County Sheriff Joseph Lombardo re- to Vox, “more Americans have been killed by
fused to call the tragedy in Las Vegas an act of white American men with no connection to
terrorism, stating, “No, not at this point; we Islam than by Muslim terrorists or foreignbelieve it is a local individual, he resides here ers.” America is currently in the midst of
locally. We don’t know what his belief system increasing homegrown extremism, and we’re
was at this time.”
doing little to address the causes or effects of
So maybe Stephen Paddock’s actions don’t the problem.
match the Nevada definition of “terrorism.”
It’s a difficult discussion, though, and it
Let’s consult their state law. Nevada legislation requires Americans to perform a level of
defines terrorism as: “any act that involves the self-reflection that might make us uncomuse or attempted use of sabotage, coercion or fortable. Why are some of us committing
violence which is intended to cause great bodily such heinous acts of violence? Whether it’s
harm or death to the general population.”
a gun problem or something more engrained
With over 50 people dead and hundreds in into our cultural fabric, it’s time to stop igthe hospital, the tragedy should easily fit that noring the reality that we live in: domestic
definition and Lombardo, knowing his state’s terrorism has become an issue that we must
law, should know better. It’s not that hard to reconcile with.
call the perpetrator, Steven Paddock, a terrorist.
After yet another of the “deadliest mass
As Monday creeped on, the harrowing news shootings in American history,” it seems the
from Vegas continuing to develop, President country has no idea where we go from here. But
Donald Trump refused to call the attack ter- for the victims and the families of the concert
rorism, instead referring to it as “an act of goers, the movie goers, the church goers and
pure evil.” Politicians and pundits continued the school children who died senseless deaths,
to follow in his footsteps. The irony is that it’s time for us to find out.
Trump regularly criticized
former President Barack
Obama and Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton for refusing to
say “radical Islamic terrorism,” a phrase Obama and
his predecessor, George W.
Bush, avoided because of
the inaccurate implication
that terrorist groups such
as ISIS speak for the entire
Muslim religion.
It seems the “terrorism”
label is a bit more difficult
for politicians to apply when
the perpetrator isn’t brown
ASSOCIATED PRESS
or of a religion they may be Las Vegas gunman Stephen Paddock.

Column: We do not
need automatic
weapons in this country

ASSOCIATED PRESS

By TOM JENKINS

MANAGING EDITOR
After the worst mass shooting in U.S. history,
one question needs to be asked: When will it
be time to actually create legislation towards
stopping these mass shootings? The New York
Times shared an article that listed all of the mass
shootings in the U.S. since 2007, with 27 since
Blacksburg, Virginia.
The Virginia Tech attacks shocked this country
killing 30 people and wounding many others, but
since then, we have become a divided country on
an issue that should be as clear as day. We do not
need automatic weapons in this country. Or even
a better way of putting it, we have lost the right
to own them.
This isn’t a call to action to say the government
should take Americans’ guns, but maybe just a
plead for a little civility for the fate of this country. Yes, it’s true that some of these shootings
have been done with illegally obtained weapons. But not the Las Vegas, Dallas or the Orlando
shooters who had purchased them legally. Those
by the way, are the last three American “Terrorist” attacks by Americans in order.
The Las Vegas Police Department reported
that the shooter had 20 rifles in his hotel room
alone, that’s not including the 18 weapons and
explosives found at his home in Nevada. ThirtyEight legally purchased guns, most of them being
automatic weapons. It’s very easy to say “well,
who needs that many guns?”
But that’s not the issue, the issue is that he was
able to purchase that many guns. Why was this
not a red flag? Because it was his second amendment, right? I’m sure that when the founding
fathers wrote that, they didn’t realize someone
would need a small armory of 38 guns to protect
themselves from “the state.”
But, I’m sure many will agree with Sarah Sanders, the White House press secretary, that this
isn’t an appropriate time to discuss legislation.

ASK ALEX: ABOUT PARENTAL ACCEPTANCE
How do you navigate dealing with the rejection of one parent because of
your sexuality, and wanting to spend more time with the other who is more
accepting?
Dealing with rejection from a parent, for any reason, is undoubtedly difficult. I’m sure it’s especially
hard when the rejection is a reaction to something about you that you can’t - and shouldn’t - change.
You need to be around people who support you, and if your other parent is being supportive and accepting, it makes sense for you to gravitate toward them. I hope both parents eventually accept and
support you equally, but, in the meantime, don’t feel bad about spending more time with the people
you know have your back. If it helps to discuss your feelings with your more supportive parent, consider doing so.
Alex Runyun can be contacted at runyon113@marshall.edu.
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But when will it be alright to create a law that
will prevent the sale of automatic rifles?
Yes, it’s not fair for those who own guns
and use them appropriately and do not have
murderous intentions. It’s also not fair to all
of the people who those few randomly selected to die. It’s not fair to the 59 families
and counting who have to bury their loved
ones this week.
To the frustrated gun owners, think of it like
this, when you would rough house as a kid and
you hurt someone and your mom would say, “It’s
all fun and games till someone gets hurt.” Well
people are hurt and the playing with automatic
weapons needs to stop.
You aren’t allowed to use them to hunt, so
what are they needed for? For recreational
use? Maybe it’s time to rethink your idea of
fun, if it’s the same activity used to shoot 527
people in a crowd.
Unfortunately, the use of automatic weapons
has come to a tipping point. It’s no longer just
some deranged person shooting these people, its
people who are angry and have a motive. It’s unfortunate that it takes something like this event
to really send the message home.
These shooters are buying these guns legally,
and these victims are often completely different.
Orlando was the Pulse Night Club, a known gay
night club, Dallas was the death of police officers
and Las Vegas was really just a mass group of
concert goers.
No matter your political belief, it should be
easy to see that these attacks are not stopping and they are only getting bigger. You have
a choice, fight legislation that would protect all
of us so that you can keep doing your hobby of
shooting a target, or have a sense of common decency and realize that automatic weapons should
stay in the hands of soldiers and police officers.
Tom Jenkins can be contacted at jenkins194@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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'I'm going to die':
High-rise gunman kills
59 in Las Vegas

SPEECH cont. from 1
grounds for an individual to
be expelled from campus,
but the university administration must be formally
notified in order to take
action. Gilbert said harassment most likely took place

OVERDOSE cont. from 2
tracking fatal and non-fatal
overdoses and spikes.
“We look forward to bringing this tool to more counties in
West Virginia,” Gupta said.
Amy Saunders, director
of student health education programs at Marshall
University, said she hopes
the app will prove to be
an effective solution to a
growing problem.
“Nationally, over 64,000
overdose deaths were reported

RELEASED cont. from 3

CHASE STEVENS | LAS ANGELES REVIEW-JOURNAL VIA AP

A wounded person is walked in on a wheelbarrow as Las Vegas police respond Sunday during an active shooter situation on the Las Vegas Stirp
in Las Vegas. Multiple victims were being transported to hospitals after a shooting late Sunday at a music festival on the Las Vegas Strip.
By SALLY HO and REGINA
GARCIA CANO

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The
rapid-fire popping sounded
like firecrackers at first, and
many in the crowd of 22,000
country music fans didn't understand what was happening
when the band stopped playing and singer Jason Aldean
bolted off the stage.
"That's gunshots," a man
could be heard saying emphatically on a cellphone video
in the nearly half-minute of
silence and confusion that followed. A woman pleaded with
others: "Get down! Get down!
Stay down!"
Then the bang-bang-bang
sounds resumed. And pure terror set in.
"People start screaming and
yelling and we start running,"
said Andrew Akiyoshi, who
provided the cellphone video
to The Associated Press. "You
could feel the panic. You could
feel like the bullets were flying
above us. Everybody's ducking down, running low to the
ground."
While some concertgoers
hit the ground, others pushed
for the crowded exits, shoving through narrow gates and
climbing over fences as 40- to
50-round bursts of what was
believed to be automatic weapons fire rained down on them
from the 32nd floor of the
Mandalay Bay casino hotel.
By Monday afternoon, 59
victims were dead and 527
wounded in the deadliest
mass shooting in modern U.S.
history.
"You just didn't know what
to do," Akiyoshi said. "Your
heart is racing and you're
thinking, 'I'm going to die.'"
The gunman, identified
as Stephen Craig Paddock, a
64-year-old retiree from Mesquite, Nevada, killed himself
before officers stormed Room
135 in the gold-colored glass
skyscraper. He had been staying there since Thursday and
had busted out windows to
create his sniper's perch.
Paddock had 16 guns in his
hotel room, Sheriff Joseph
Lombardo said. Two were
modified to make them fully
automatic, according to two
U.S. officials briefed by law

enforcement who spoke on
condition of anonymity because the investigation is still
unfolding.
At Paddock's home, authorities found 18 more guns,
explosives and thousands of
rounds of ammunition.
Asked about the motive for
the attack, Lombardo said: "I
can't get into the mind of a psychopath at this point."
The FBI said it found nothing so far to suggest the attack
was connected to international
terrorism, despite a claim of
responsibility from the Islamic
State group, which said Paddock was a "soldier" who had
recently converted to Islam.
In an address to the country,
President Donald Trump called
the bloodbath "an act of pure
evil" and added: "In moments
of tragedy and horror, America
comes together as one. And it
always has." He ordered flags
flown at half-staff.
With hospitals jammed
with victims, authorities put
out a call for blood donations
and set up a hotline to report
missing people and speed the
identification of the dead and
wounded. They also opened a
"family reunification center"
for people to find loved ones.
More than 12 hours after
the massacre, bodies covered
in white sheets were still being removed from the festival
grounds.
The shooting began at 10:08
p.m., and the gunman appeared
to fire unhindered for more
than 10 minutes, according to
radio traffic. Police frantically
tried to locate him and determine whether the gunfire was
coming from Mandalay Bay or
the neighboring Luxor hotel.
At 10:14 p.m., an officer said
on his radio that he was pinned
down against a wall on Las Vegas Boulevard with 40 to 50
people.
"We can't worry about the
victims," an officer said at
10:15 p.m. "We need to stop the
shooter before we have more
victims. Anybody have eyes on
him ... stop the shooter."
Near the stage, Dylan
Schneider, a country singer
who performed earlier in the
day, huddled with others under the VIP bleachers, where
he turned to his manager and

asked, "Dude, what do we do?"
He said he repeated the question again and again over the
next five minutes.
Bodies were laid out on the
artificial turf installed in front
of the stage, and people were
screaming and crying. The
sound of people running on
the bleachers added to the confusion, and Schneider thought
the concert was being invaded
with multiple shooters.
"No one knew what to do,"
Schneider said. "It's literally
running for life and you don't
know what decision is the right
one. But like I said, I knew we
had to get out of there."
He eventually pushed his
way out of the crowd and found
refuge in the nearby Tropicana
hotel-casino, where he kicked
in a door to an engineering
room and spent hours there
with others who followed him.
The shooting had begun as
Aldean closed out the threeday Route 91 Harvest Festival.
He had just opened the song
"When She Says Baby" and the
first burst of nearly 50 shots
crackled as he sang, "It's tough
just getting up."
He wasn't finished with the
first verse when he abruptly
stopped singing and hustled
off the stage.
Paddock apparently used a
hammer-like device to smash
out windows in his room and
open fire. Muzzle flashes could
be seen in the dark.
"It was the craziest stuff I've
ever seen in my entire life,"
said Kodiak Yazzie, 36. "You
could hear that the noise was
coming from west of us, from
Mandalay Bay. You could see a
flash, flash, flash, flash."
The crowd, funneled tightly
into a wide-open space, had
little cover and no easy way
to escape. Victims fell to the
ground while others fled in
panic. Some hid behind concession stands. Others crawled
under parked cars.
Faces were etched with
shock and confusion, and people wept and screamed.
Tales of heroism and compassion emerged quickly:
Couples held hands as they
ran through the dirt lot. Some
of the bleeding were carried
out by fellow concertgoers.
While dozens of ambulances

took away the wounded, while
some people loaded victims
into their cars and drove them
to the hospital. People fleeing
the concert grounds hitched
rides with strangers, piling
into cars and trucks.
Some of the injured were hit
by shrapnel. Others were trampled or were injured jumping
fences.
The dead included at least
three off-duty police officers
from various departments who
were attending the concert,
authorities said. Two on-duty
officers were wounded, one
critically, police said.
Las Vegas Mayor Carolyn
Goodman said the Sunday
night attack was the work of a
"crazed lunatic full of hate."
The sheriff said authorities
believe Paddock acted alone.
While Paddock appeared to
have no criminal history, his
father was a bank robber who
was on the FBI's most-wanted
list in the 1960s.
As for why Paddock went on
the murderous rampage, his
brother in Florida, Eric Paddock, told reporters: "I can't
even make something up.
There's just nothing."
Nearly every inch of the Las
Vegas Strip is under video surveillance, much of it set up by
the casinos to monitor their
properties. That could yield a
wealth of material for investigators as they try to piece
together the attack.
Hours after the shooting, Aldean posted on Instagram that
he and his crew were safe and
that the shooting was "beyond
horrific."
"It hurts my heart that this
would happen to anyone who
was just coming out to enjoy
what should have been a fun
night," the country star said.
Before Sunday, the deadliest mass shooting in modern
U.S. history took place in June
2016, when a gunman who
professed support for Muslim
extremist groups opened fire
at a gay nightclub in Orlando,
Florida, killing 49 people.
A suicide bombing at an
Ariana Grande concert in
Manchester, England, killed
22 people in May. Almost 90
people were killed in 2015 at a
concert in Paris by gunmen inspired by the Islamic State.
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media with word about the
timing and location of Simpson’s release. They had
advised it would be no earlier
than Monday and possibly in
Las Vegas.
Simpson faces restrictions
during five years of parole
supervision, which could be
reduced for good behavior. He
cannot use illegal drugs and
can drink alcohol only if the
amount he drinks is below Nevada’s blood-alcohol limit for
driving. He also is prohibited
from associating with felons
or anyone who Nevada officials
prohibit him contacting. And he
must tell the state where he’ll
be living and when he changes
his residence. The conditions
still apply if Simpson ends up
out of state.
Simpson bought his home
near Miami five years after his
acquittal and raised two of his
children, Justin and Sydney,
there away from the limelight.
He lost the home to foreclosure
in 2012.
It’s all a new chapter for the
one-time pop culture phenomenon whose fame was once
again on display when the major TV networks carried his
parole hearing live.
He told officials that leading
a group of five men into the
hotel room confrontation was
an error in judgment he would
not repeat.
Simpson told the parole
board that he led a “conflictfree life,” an assertion that
angered many who believe he
got away with killing his exwife, Nicole Brown Simpson,
and her friend, Ronald Goldman, in Los Angeles in 1994.
He was acquitted the following

before the police were sent
to monitor the situation last
Tuesday, but the police did
not witness such harassment
and the administration received no formal complaint.
Caroline Kimbro can be
contacted at kimbro9@marshall.edu.

in 2016, according to the National Institute of Drug Abuse
(NDA),” Saunders said. “Preliminary data from 2017 shows
that these numbers are continuing to climb as the nation
tries to find effective solutions
to address the crisis.”
Saunders said elected officials, local law enforcement
agencies, first responders
and other public health agencies are encouraged to attend
the presentation.
Hunter Ellis can be contacted at ellis259@marshall.
edu.

year in what was dubbed the
“trial of the century.”
In a statement released
through a family spokesman,
Goldman’s parents said they
respected the Nevada Parole
Board’s decision to release
Simpson, but that it was “still
difficult for us knowing he will
be a free man again.”
Fred and Kim Goldman said
they will continue to pursue
payment of a $33.5 million
judgment awarded in 1997 after Simpson was found civilly
liable for the deaths. They also
said they’ll keep advocating
for domestic violence awareness, victim advocacy and
judicial reform.
Simpson is still obligated to
pay the judgment, which now
amounts to about $65 million,
said David Cook, a Goldman
family lawyer.
On Sept. 16, 2007, Simpson
led five men he barely knew
into a cramped room at the Palace Station casino in Las Vegas
in an effort to retrieve items
that Simpson insisted were
stolen after his acquittal in the
1994 slayings.
Two of the men with Simpson in Las Vegas carried
handguns, although Simpson
still insists he never knew anyone was armed. He says he only
wanted to retrieve personal
items, mementoes and family
photos from two sports memorabilia dealers.
His conviction in October
2008 in Las Vegas came 13
years to the day after his acquittal in October 1995 in Los
Angeles. His lawyers called his
stiff 9-to-33-year sentence for
armed robbery, kidnapping
and other charges unfair. Many
other people characterized it as
payback for his acquittal in the
Los Angeles murder case.

LIFE!
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This October in ‘Hauntington’

A list of events happening in Huntington and surrounding areas this October
October 3-29: Cooper Family Farm Corn Maze, Milton, WV
October 4: “The Shining” presented as part of CAB’s Screen on the Green, 8 p.m., Harless Field
October 5: WMUL Presents: Cutting Edge Fest, doors open at 8 p.m., The V Club
October 5-8: WV Pumpkin Festival, Milton, WV
October 6: WV Makes Festival 2017, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., Memorial Student Center Plaza
October 7: Halloween Hike of the Month, 12 p.m., Rotary Park
October 12: Maren Morris, 8 p.m., Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center
October 12: Marshall Homecoming Parade and Pep Rally Bonfire,
6:30 p.m., Marshall University Campus
October 13: Interactive showing of “The Rocky Horror Picture Show,”
			 10 p.m., Ritter Park Amphitheater
October 13: Ona / Wayne Graham / Basie,
			
doors open at 8 p.m., The V Club
October 14: Marshall Football vs. Old Dominion (Homecoming),
			 2:30 p.m., Joan C. Edwards Stadium
October 20-22: The Fantasy Maze, Ritter Park
October 24: Halloween-Themed Fourth Tuesday
			
Tour, 7 p.m., Huntington Museum of Art
October 26: Kinky Boots, 7:30 p.m., Keith-Albee
			
Performing Arts Center
October 26: ALABAMA Southern Drawl Tour,
			 7:30 p.m., Big Sandy Superstore Arena
October 27: Marshall Football vs. FIU, 2:30 p.m.,
Joan C. Edwards Stadium
October 27-31: Pumpkin House, Kenova, WV
October 27-29: The Fantasy Maze, Ritter Park

2017-2018
Theater students
prepare for the opening
of ‘Miracle Worker’

MA R S H A L L U N I V E R S I T Y T H E AT R E

THE PARTHENON
“The Miracle Worker” by William Gibson tells the story of
Hellen Keller and her teacher,
Annie Sullivan, and how they
learned from one another. The
show is coming to the Joan C.
Edwards Playhouse beginning
Oct. 4, under the guidance of
guest director Bryan Conger.
The play centers on a sixyear-old Helen Keller who does
not yet understand that words
have meaning and tangibles attached to them. Adapted from
Keller’s autobiography, “The
Story of My Life,” the play follows Keller’s relationship with
Sullivan, who taught Keller, a
blind and deaf individual, how
to understand language.
“Annie became Hellen’s
anchor to the world,” Sam Kincaid, box office manager, said.
“This story really shows how
Annie taught Hellen by signing
into her hand and later teaching her to speak and write.”
A veteran of Marshall’s theater program, Story Moosa,
will play Annie Sullivan. Kelsey
Hofe, a junior in the program,
will play Hellen Keller.
“I am thrilled to be portraying one of my favorite activists

in this production,” Hofe said.
“This is the part of her story that
we don’t normally hear about
that shows her when she was
locked away in the dark and
confusing world of her mind.”
Hofe has no lines in the play,
but she is constantly moving on
set. It’s a very movement heavy
show, and the cast has fight
choreography every night during rehearsal.
“We have to stay very healthy
and hydrated,” Hofe said. “It’s
very hard on our bodies.”
Hofe also said this story has
inspired her, and she said she
hopes it will inspire the audience as well.
“I want people to appreciate
what Helen Keller did for the
world,” Hofe said. “I’m really excited to portray someone like her.”
Moosa said she is delighted
to join familiar faces on stage
again, creating the world in
which this miracle takes place.
“This has been the most demanding, involved and exciting
show I have been a part of,”
Moosa said. “Her (Annie Sullivan’s) toughness and integrity,
along with her personal history, really drive you through
the play, and I’ve had a really
great experience with exploring those textures and how it

has changed me as an actor.”
The cast and crew is a mix
of new and experienced faces.
One of the new faces to take
to the stage is sophomore Emily Davidson. Although this is
her first performance, she has
worked with the costume crew
for previous shows. Davidson
will be playing several roles.
Students can get tickets Monday through Friday 1 from 4:30
p.m. at the box office in the Joan
C. Edwards Playhouse. The show
starts Oct. 4 and runs through Oct.
7 at 7:30 p.m. It continues Oct. 12
through Oct. 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Kincaid said he hopes the
audience finds hope and inspiration through the show.
“With this production, we
have tried to strip away any
artifice and get to the heart
of that story,” guest director
Bryan Conger said. “Helen
Keller was one of our greatest
political activists, who fought
fearlessly for the civil liberties
of all people. I can’t think of
a better person to be exploring at this current time in our
country’s history.”
Buffy Six can be contacted
at six15@marshall.edu.
Sebastian Morris can be
contacted at morris347@
marshall.edu.
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By William Gibson

353542

By BUFFY SIX and
SEBASTIAN MORRIS

October 4-7 & 12-14
7:30 PM
Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre
at The Joan C. Edwards Playhouse Performing Arts Center
$20 at the door | $15 MU Faculty and Seniors
Marshall University students admitted FREE with a valid ID
Marshall Theatre Box Office 304.696.2787

